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Far, far away: Desolation,
beauty and a chilling
reminder in the Nooded
sands of the Atacama
desert, Peru. Water on
the sand |5 an early
waming: Bl Nifio brought
heavy rains, flooding the
Pan-Am Highway and
destroying hundreds of
bridges across Ecuador
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When he met
Susan, his future
wife and travel
partner, she was
working as an
accountant, but
her latent travel
bug didn't stay
dormant tor long.
On their first date, she asked him
what he planned to do with his life.
“Travel the world by motoreycle.
Wanna come!” He never expected her
Lo say yes.

Three years later, they quit their
stored what they couldn’t sell,
and purchased a not-so-shiny new
BMW that literally fell off the back of
the delivery truck. *They gave us a
really good deal, and the damage
wasn't bad.” After some minor repairs
and major maodifications—including
upgraded suspension, an oversize gas
tank and handmade panniers—they
were off. Destinations *South.”

That was back in 1987, and by the
time they returned home their jour-
ney had spanned 11 vears, 39 coun-
tries and more than 80,000 miles, all
on one bike. “l stilll rnde it today—in
tact | just replaced the onginal clutch”
It was duning this odyssey that the
idea for Horizons Unlimited was born.

“People wanted to know where we
had been, where we were going and
what the conditions were like. We
were spending so much time sending
letters and e-mails, we had to find a
better way to share our experiences.”
That better way was the Internet.

“We built a simple Web site and
updated it from the road so people
could get the latest information
about our trip” That simple site
evolved into Horzons Unlimited.
Just how useful is the information on
Horizons Unlimited? Point, click and
find out. Want to know the current
import fee for entering Honduras on
a motorcycle! Read the monthly
newsletter. Not sure how often the
ferry runs from Malaga o Mellilai
Check out one of the 44 forums on
the bulletin board. Tryi ng to find out

jobs,

You can even find the current
weather conditions in New Delh, the
best place to eat in Saigon for under
three bucks, and the current price of
gasoline in Moscow. This is in addi-
tion to all the regular information like
bike discussions, gear recommenda-
tions, packing tips, health and safety
mtormation and much more. It's all
there, just sit back and surf.

This kind of information isn't for
evervone of course, but neither is
Horizons. It's targeted at a specihic
type of rider: adventure travel motor-
cyclists, people whose i1dea of a
decent ride is one that crosses conti-
nents and takes weeks, months or
vears. “This kind of riding has been
popular in Europe for vears, but
these dayvs most of our new members
are American.”

Lucky for them, Horizons has a lot
to offer. In terms of content, contrib-
utors and quality, the site has no
peers. There are more than 14,000
;.‘r.li,u:-. of information, thousands of
photos and travel stories, and real-
world advice from over B,000 regis-
tered members in 120 different coun-
tries. Many of those members are out
there, rlght now, riding all over the
world and shanng their expeniences
online. Even CNN can't compete
with this kind of coverage.

Horizons also boasts an impressive
list of professional contributors and
members, grizzled veterans of RTW
motoreycling like Ted Simon, Helge
Pedersen, Kevin and Julia Sanders
(current world-record holders for
two-up RTW motorcycle travel) and
Motorrad journalist Michael Schro-
der, to name a few.

It's this ability interact with
icons of adventure motorcycling that
sets Honzons Unlimited apart, It's a
kind of Roval Geographical Society
for Motorcyclists—all the information
and support without the pomp and
attitude. Members can learn from
those who know and share their
experiences with each other from the
comfort of their desk chairs. This is
grassroots community on a globa
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hﬂu. to ship your bike from Thailand level, and it's exactly what the
o Turkey? Click the “Shipping” link.  Johnsons hoped to create.
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Community is nothing without the face-to-face however,
so the Johnsons decided to extend the Web site experience
nto the real world. “When we lefi England, motorcvclists
from all across Europe came to our going-away party. The
camaraderie and enthusiasm was fantastic, so we decided to
make it a regular thing” The following vear, the Horizons
Unlimited Motoreyele Travellers Meetings were born,

The idea was to build on that camaradene and encourage
more people to follow their adventure-motoreyeling dreams
This year, meetings willbe . .
held in South Africa, the yhop: quaiity work.
United States, Canada, the
United Kingdom, Portugal,
Mexico, Australia and
Argentina. Grant and
Susan do their best to
attend as many meetings as
possible, but these days
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that involves a lot more flying than riding.

Of course not all members make it to the meetings, but
that doesn't mean they don't get together. *We heard abour
people riding through Siberia, seeing a Horizons sticker on
another bike, and pulling over to start a conversation. At first
it was rare, but it started happening more and more.” The
Horizons logo—printed on T-shirts and stickers available
through the site-became a kind of beacon, a familiar and
welcoming sight for motorcychsts in distant lands,

The Johnsons saw this as an opportunity to make
Horizons even better. “We wanted to find a way for people
to meet other like-minded riders anywhere in the world, so
we took it one step turther and made an online community.”
They created a system that lets members setup e-mail com-
munities for specific areas—virtual clubhouses. The resultf
Instant interaction for adventure motorcyclists.

Members in that area receive messages sent to the list, and
anyone can respond. Today there are 328 Horizon comuni-
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ties in 76 countries offering free infor-
mation and assistance to motorcyclists
all over the world. “The communities
really help a lot of people overcome
their doubts and fears, and encourage
them to stop dreaming and start doing,”

Overcoming those fears can be dif-
ficult, especially these days, but the
Johnsons insist adventure motorcycling is as sate as nid-
ing in your hometown. “You don’t need a special bike or
any special training. People tend to ride more carefully
when they're in another country, so even though there

are risks, they're small. Adventure motoreycling really is
something anyone can do”

A glance at the Web site confirms this. A Japanese
waorman is riding around the world on a 225¢c Yamaha trail
bike, an Australian couple is circling the globe on a
Harley-Davidson, and a young British pair is riding from
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Kazakhstan to Iran on 50ce scooters. Not exactly the

images that come to mind when we envision adventure
motoreyelists. Add to this the thousands of other Horizons
members of all ages and experience levels, riding every
kind of hike unagmablt.' and adventure motoreycling
starts to look almost easy.

(1 course it isn't easy, but thanks to Grant and Susan
Johnson, it's a lot more doable and a lot less intimidating,
“People we've never met tell us we changed their lives,
that they couldn’t have done it without us. That's life-
changing stufl for them and us, and we love it”

The Johnsons weren't the first to travel the world by
maotorcyele, nor will they be the last. But unlike Fulton,
Barr, Simon, Scott and other icons of adventure motorcy-
cling, the Johnsons have done something unigue. They've
not only inspired thousands of people to follow their
dreams, they've also empowered them. That’s a simple
distinction, but one that makes a world of difference. 71
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