Travelled in Ecuador in 2014
We started keeping this list of accommodation for several motorcycling friends (couples) who were following us to South America in the next 12 months but we thought it may be of use to other motorcycle travellers. However please note that our Spanish is poor and we are not good at haggling so many people will probably be able to do a much better deal.  Prices are also very seasonal. We never booked accommodation ahead of time with the exception of Banos (for Easter) and Quito.

Everyone has a different measure of good and bad, and value in accommodation, let me stress that these are our own personal thoughts and experiences. Because we are travelling as a couple, we generally try to get a double (matrimonial)/twin (doble) room with our own bathroom, and we have never stayed anywhere that is totally gross, very basic yes, but gross no, once again this is reflected in the price. 

All the accommodation listed has secure parking unless we have commented otherwise and we have highlighted (in yellow) our favourites for whatever reason.  The GPS co-ordinates (sorry we didn't keep them at the beginning of our journey) are in all different forms as some are ours and some we have borrowed from other people, they seem to have got us to our desired destination but we take no responsibility for their accuracy.

Hope this is of some use,

John &Alanna Skillington

	Town
	Country
	Accommodation
	Comments
	Price per night-

 US $

	Banos
	Ecuador
	La Chimeneas – Martinez y Rafael Vieira

Private matrimonial with ensuite

Stayed here over Easter

S1.39834 W78.41938
	Nice hostel with lovely rooms.  Close to the centre and action so a lot noisier than Llanovientos (see below) but also closer to everything. Kitchen use available after midday. Good hot water.  Easy parking.  Good choice breakfast menu available

VERY DODGY WIFI - virtually non existent by the time we left

Close calI but I think we preferred Llanovientos
	$20.00

	Banos 
	Ecuador
	Llanovientos – Martinez 1126 y Sebastian Bano

Private matrimonial with ensuite
Stayed here over Easter

S1.39881 W78.42670
	Nice little hostel up on the hill, fantastic views.  Nice clean room, great hot water and friendly staff.  Kitchen available to use after breakfast. Easy parking  A bit of a walk down hill into town and a steep walk home.  Breakfast available for $3.00 pp  Really nice people running the place.

GOOD WIFI
	$20.00

	Chugchilan
	Ecuador
	Hostal Cloudforest

Private matrimonial with ensuite

S0.79872 W78.91883 
	Nice enough hostel with small rooms. Lots and lots of blankets. Good hot water (have to ask them to turn it on)  OK Dinner and good breakfast included in price.  $15.00 pp

Easy Parking
OK WIFI
At the time of writing this 25/4/14 the road from Lake Quilotoa to Chugchillan was undergoing major earthworks/roadworks which made the 20 km very hard going on a big bike 2 up.  I guess in time it will be paved
	$30.00

	Cuenca 
	Ecuador
	Casa Naranja – Lamar 10-38 y Padre Aguirre

S 2.894327

W79.005732
Private matrimonial with ensuite

S2.89449 W79.00560


	Very difficult to find. Small signage.  OK family run place.  Rooms very small and no windows, door onto central courtyard.  Hot water.  Included OK breakfast. Parking was quite difficult. Ramp up over high gutter through narrow doorway (had to take panniers off) into courtyard off a very busy street.  We didn't use the ramp but rode along the busy footpath to get in.

Good position, close to main square but probably better options around.

OK WIFI
	$40.00

	Cuyabeno National Park


	Ecuador


	Siona Lodge
Private matrimonial with ensuite


	We can thoroughly recommend this lodge and tour.  Very professional guides and staff.  Food was great. We had a wonderful time and saw countless animals and birds.

Of course no wifi and limited electricity from 6.00 pm – 10.00pm
	$350.00 for 4 nights 5 days + transport & tips 

(Shop around, one quote we got was $100.00 pp more expensive)



	Cuyabeno National Park
Lago Agrio
	Ecuador
	Hotel Araza – Av Quito 610 y Guayaquil

Private matrimonial with ensuite

	An Ok hotel with air conditioning, bar and restaurant, quite expensive for Ecuador, but a pleasant enough hotel. Very safe and also had good parking. However we bused it out from Quito and flew back.
Everyone had warned us how dangerous Lago Agrio was, so we decided not to ride out, and the bus only costs $8.00 pp, however all appeared to be just fine, we have certainly been to dodgier places, although we did not go out of the hotel at night.

GOOD WIFI
	$62.00

	Galapagos Islanads
	Ecuador
	King of the Sea Boat

When we booked in May 2014 it was difficult to get on an 8 day tour, most cheaper end boats were fully booked, we ended up having to book 2 weeks in advance to get onto this boat, there were certainly no last minute deals going.  Everyone on board this boat had all paid the same price.
	OK backpacker option. The boat is old and pretty dodgy, the cabins are about the size of a king size bed but were adequate except for when it rained, water poured into ours which then fused all the lights and blew up the fan.  We had no lights for most of the trip.  The cabins are very hot and noisy. The crew were fun and the food was absolutely fantastic and plentiful.  Our guide was only just adequate.  In the end the boat got us to our destinations, we stuck to our great itinerary and really enjoyed having only 12 passengers on board.

All in all we had a fantastic time and we couldn't really justify paying $500 pp for a more upmarket option.  Just don't expect a lot of sleep
	$1300 pp + Tips for Guide and Crew + $25.00 pp for rental of snorkelling gear.

PLUS $10.00 pp for card (visa) + $100 pp for Galapagos National Park entry fee + Flights

	Lake Quilotoa
	Ecuador
	Hostal Chukirawa – opposite Lake Quilotoa Mirador
Private matrimonial with ensuite

S0.86763 W78.91623
	An ok hostel right across the road from the Lake Quilotoa Mirador. Very convenient. Still under construction. Good parking in the garden compound, locked at night.

Rooms are a bit damp (plumbing problems) and quite cold but there are small wood stoves in the rooms. No one offered to light it for us so we helped ourselves to lighting fluid and wood and lit a fire early in the afternoon.  No hot water when we visited.  Dinner and Breakfast included in the price. $15.00 pp  

They also do the usual set lunch for $4.00 pp.
NO WIFI 
	$30.00



	Lasso (about 50 km South of Quito)
	Ecuador
	Cabanas Los Volcanes – southern end of Lasso (next door to the PS service station) hard to see the sign directing you there

Private matrimonial with ensuite

S0.75743 W78.60937
	Nice  hostel with a big garden.  Can park bike outside your room.  Fantastic hot water.  Kitchen and fridge available.   Hostel organises tours to Cotopaxi National Park.  Lasso very ordinary town but we did find a few places to eat.  Tiny little supermarket near Hostel.  Hostel does offer breakfast and dinner on request.

Big garden so would be suitable for vehicles as well.
GOOD WIFI 
	$20.00

	Loja
	Ecuador
	Hotel Libertador – Colon14 -30 y Bolivar
Private matrimonial with ensuite

S3.99531 W79.20244
	Very expensive for what you got.  Had quite large suite like room with fridge and good hot water.  No windows and no air con in our room. Very noisy at night time.  OK breakfast. 

Would not have stayed here by choice (very overheated  bike dictated our stay) as there were plenty of other options with parking in town.
OK WIFI
	$70.00

	Mindo
	Ecuador
	La Roulotte – on the road out to the Butterfly Farm (Mariposario)

(If your budget can stretch this far, this place is just wonderful)


	Absolutely beautiful scenic place.  Private rooms with bathrooms, are in Gypsy Caravans. Undercover parking. Huge restaurant area where you get to watch the beautiful birdlife. Fantastic breakfast included in the price. Glorious meals available. Also the best wood fired pizzas.

Ignacio and his staff went out of their way to make sure we had a great stay. Lots of hiking and close to the butterfly farm

GOOD WIFI in the restaurant. We could just get a connection in our gypsy caravan 
	$56.00 

(Discounted price as we booked from Casa Helbling)

$70.00 (Standard Price)



	Otavalo
	Ecuador
	Rincon delViajero – Roca 11-07 y Quiroga

Private matrimonial with ensuite

	A really nice hostel with very secure parking.  Great Breakfast included. Close to central market area and restaurants. Hostel has a small bar and limited menu cafe for dinner.   Dennis the owner is very helpful as are all the staff.

GOOD WIFI
	$30.00

	Quito
	Ecuador
	Casa Helbling – General Veintimilla E8 – 152 y 6 de Diciembre

S 00 12. 3 67

W 78 29. 465

Private matrimonial with ensuite
Private matrimonoal with shared bathroom

S0.20595 W78.49182
	Nice, clean well run and organised hostel. Very secure parking inside locked area. Private rooms are quite small.  Breakfast is expensive but good.  Guest kitchen available (one of the cleanest we have seen in our travels)  Close to everything including Freedom Bike Rentals who helped us with translations, a new GPS and bike shop and mechanic recommendations (also very close to hostel). Nice people. 

Casa Helbling let us leave our gear and bike with them while we went to the Galapagos and the Oriente.

Great hostel and great people.

GOOD WIFI  
	$44.00

$32.00

	Quito
	Ecuador
	Mariscal Motos – Good Bike Mechanic
	In Mariscal close to Hostels. Diego did a good job on our Suzuki V Strom. 
	

	Rio Verde
	Ecuador
	Hosteria Pequeno Paraiso – on main road between Banos & Puyo just after going through the tunnel after Rio Verde.

S1.40222 W78.28759


	Absolutely beautiful spot set in natural bushland/garden.  Run by Marc and Sue, ex truck overlander driver and guide. Lovely people.  Good Kitchen facilities including fridge, good hot showers. Shelter available to camp under. Make sure you collect food supplies in Banos before coming out, limited supplies in Rio Verde. Soft drink, water, beer & wine available for sale at Hosteria.  Sue also provides dinner and breakfast by request.

Private matrimonial or doble with ensuite

Dorm $12.00 per person per night

Camping $6.00 per person per night

Camping in own car/vehicle $10.00 per night
VERY GOOD WIFI

If you want to ride to Puyo to see the monkey sanctuary the GPS co-ordinates are S 1o 29.139

      W077o 58.004 
	$30.00 per room



	Vilcabamba
	Ecuador
	Hosteria Izhcayluma – 2 km South on the road to Zumba

S4.27812 W79.22400

Las Margaritas – Sucre y Clodoveo Jaramill

S4 15' 41.3”

W79 13' 23.5”

Private matrimonial with ensuite

	Private room (cabin) with bathroom overlooking valley 

Private room with shared bathroom

Dorm rooms also available

Simply beautiful place with own restaurant bar etc.  Note breakfast is not included $3.90 pp.  Restaurant quite pricey but good food.
OK WIFI
Quite a nice little place in town close to the square.

OK WIFI

We managed to get SOAT insurance in Vilcabamba (just down the street from Las Margaritas Hostel) for $3.00 per month.  Was not available at the La Tina Macara border.
	$50.00

$35.00

$10.00 pp

$30.00

	
	
	Our favourites for one reason or another
	Another great accommodation/camping website for Mexico, Central and South America is www.liferemotely.com  We spent New Years Eve with Jarred, Jessica and Kobus at Puyuhuapi, Chile. Jessica often posts really helpful information on the HU Hubb.
	


